
 



Introduction  

“All art is useless!” declared Oscar Wilde. If you don’t agree 

try riding one of our sculptures. And Bertolt Brecht argued 

that all art should make familiar things ‘strange’ – his 

celebrated ‘verfremdungseffeckt’. (We talk of little else in 

Reddish.)  In this exhibition, New Ways to Look at Bikes, the 

Reddish Men (and Women)’s Bike Art Collective aims to prove 

both these positions on the ‘function of art’, true.  

The original aim of Reddish Men in Sheds was for a group of 

isolated, older men to take donated broken bikes and fettle 

them up, make them rideable again, so that we could sell 

them on to low-income families. We still do that and have 

sold over 50 bikes this last year. That’s probably 50 cars off 

the road for many journeys. In pursuing this noble aim 

however, we found we had lots of left-over bike bits and bobs 

that couldn’t be re-used. Being green – in all senses – we 

didn’t want them to go to landfill or to add to air pollution, as 

we ourselves will be doing that quite soon enough, thank you; 

so we thought about making redundant pedals, bells, 

cassettes, chains, frames, wheels, handlebars etc., into art 

works, i.e. some things that were both strange and useless, 

but which would force us to look at the world of everyday 

objects in new ways. 

There were plenty of examples of this kind of thing on You 

Tube so, like Brecht and Wilde, we shamelessly stole every 

good idea and added them to our own stock of fancies. We 

made lights, clocks, things about Stockport’s cycling history, 

a goat and a splendid – but useless – Golden Tandem. We 

exhibited first at the Stockport Together exhibition in 

September 2021, just after Covid lifted its grip on our lives. 

None of us had ever done anything like this before, but we 



found putting something from our own imaginations out into 

the real world, was very satisfying and enjoyable. And other 

people liked it too. They came in large numbers. 

 

 

 

Buoyed up by this, in 2022, we started a Women in Men’s 

Sheds division and they took the ideas further, making 

wonderful wall hangings, wheel weavings, candle holders etc 

from bits that were lying about the Shed, often by 

silhouetting them onto calico and spray painting their 

combined surfaces. This produced both a hard durable ‘art’ 

object and a soft textile decoration: a nice clashing together of 

dissimilar things that would have pleased both Brecht and 

Wilde. We held the first women’s exhibition at the Reddish 

Community Hub in July 2022, which created quite a stir 

amongst the residents of Reddish and beyond. 

So here we are today, hoping that you will re-look at the 

familiar old bike and its many bits and pieces, and at the new 

challenging shapes and awe-inspiring items of representation, 

ingenuity and beautiful uselessness, that we have clashed 

together. Enjoy. 

Eric 

Secretary 

Reddish Men in Sheds 

  



  



 

  



 



 

  



 


